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While we cannot meet in person, it is still important for us as Christ followers to pause 
during this Holy Week to remember what Christ did for us on the Cross. In many ways it is 
even more important during this season of uncertainty to pause and remember the way 
our Savior suffered for us. Therefore, we have outlined a Tenebrae Home Edition service 
for you participate in wherever you find yourself.  
 
This service is meant to focus our hearts on remembering the death of Jesus, and the 
suffering he endured on the cross. The word "tenebrae" comes from the Latin meaning 
"darkness." A Tenebrae Service is a Good Friday service that makes use of gradually 
diminishing light to symbolize the approaching darkness of Jesus' death and of 
hopelessness in the world without God. Worshipers leave worship in silence to ponder the 
impact of Christ's death and await the coming Resurrection. 
 
Before you begin:  
-Collect either 5 candles, lamps, or other light sources such as flashlights. You can mix 
and match, but you need 5 light sources that you can easily extinguish or turn off during 
the service.  
-There are pre-chosen songs for you to play as you ponder and reflect on the death of our 
Lord. You can play the songs on Spotify at this link, pausing after each song (if you choose 
this option, make sure shuffle is turned off). Or you can click through the YouTube songs 
linked below. Feel free to sing along, or merely listen and reflect on the words.  
-You will need a Bible. Below are scripture passages you will read. Take turns as a family 
reading the various scriptures, encourage all members of the family who can read to read 
a portion.  

If you have young children and have a Jesus Story Book Bible by Sally Lloyd-Jones, 
at the bottom you will find a service designed around the use of this story book 
Bible. If you choose to use this version, pre-mark in your Bible with a sticky note or 
sheet of paper where to stop, this will help your service to flow easier.  

-Lastly, remember this is about remembering and reflecting on Jesus’ death individually 
and as a family. Don’t worry about if things go perfectly or not. The beauty of this being 
done at home is that it can be adapted to the needs of your family dynamic. If you need to 
pause after each scripture reading to answer questions, feel free to do so. Follow the order 
below, and do your best, but don’t forget the purpose - to remember Christ’s death.  
 
At the conclusion of the service, after you blow out or extinguish the last light source, sit in 
silence for 30-60 seconds, reflecting on the scriptures that were read. Close the service by 
having one of the family members pray.  
 
Join us Easter Sunday morning at 10:30 on Facebook or YouTube, as we together 
celebrate Jesus’ resurrection!  
 
Spotify Playlist: 
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/4tJAb6F1vsGFIXfMMYARj6?si=KKBE0cRBRbSUKi1JWc
0zjg 
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1. Open in prayer: invite God to meet you in this space and guide you to remember 
the death of His Son, Jesus. 

2. Read Isaiah 53: 3-9 // Prophecy 
3. Read Matthew 26: 17-30 // The Passover meal 
4. Listen to Behold the Lamb by Passion 
5. Read Mark 14: 32-42 // Jesus prays in Gethsemane 
6. Extinguish candle 1 
7. Read John 18: 1-11 // Jesus' arrest 
8. Listen to How Deep the Father's Love for us by Selah 
9. Read John 18: 15-27 // Peter denies Jesus 
10. Extinguish candle 2 
11. Read John 18: 28-40 // Jesus before Pilate 
12. Listen to Out of Hiding by Steffany Gretzinger's 
13. Read John 19: 1-16 // Jesus sentenced to be crucified 
14. Extinguish candle 3 
15. Read John 19: 17-28; Mark 15: 33-37; John 19:30; Mark 15:38 // Jesus crucified 
16. Listen to When I Survey the Wondrous Cross by Kathryn Scott 
17. Read John 19: 31-37 // The death of Jesus 
18. Extinguish candle 4 
19. Read John 19: 38-42 // Jesus' burial 
20. Listen to Were you there by Selah 
21. Read Romans 5: 6-8 // Peace and hope. 
22. Extinguish candle 5 
23. Sit quietly for 30-60 seconds. 
24. Close in prayer: thank God for sending his Son to die on the cross for us. Ask God 

to help us remember how His Son suffered as we look forward to celebrating His 
resurrection on Sunday. 
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1. Listen to Behold the Lamb by Passion 
a. English: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_e1QRtxUF50 
b. Spanish: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q9V_-43H0GY 

2. Listen to How Deep the Father's Love for us by Selah 
a. English: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W7fGEOH2XiY 
b. Spanish: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Am5GOxDI5mo 

3. Listen to Out of Hiding by Steffany Gretzinger's 
a. English: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XFkDqQtfs0w 
b. Spanish: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uneEkJMdk7k 

4. Listen to When I Survey the Wondrous Cross by Kathryn Scott 
a. English: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FhvXOIVsRv4  
b. Spanish: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wD3Y7VEAu3k 

5. Listen to Were you there by Selah 
a. English: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kOfQ8l5_yFQ 
b. Spanish: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nzw8uPQGYAE  

 


